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ANIMAL  RABIES  IN  MONTANA  -  1969 

Eight  cases  of  rabies  in  animals  were  diagnosed  during  the  calendar  year  1969. 
The  Livestock  Sanitary  Board  Diagnostic  Laboratory  tested  174  animals  of  various 
species  and  found  only  four  rabies  positive;  all  four  were  skunks  from  northeastern 
Montana,  north  of  the  Missouri  River.    In  addition,  the  Rocky  Mountain  Laboratory 
in  Hamilton  reported  to  us  four  rabies  positive  bats  collected  and  tested  during 
1969,    The  following  list  summarizes  the  available  information  on  each  case: 


Species 

Locale 

County 

Date  Submitted 

Skunk 

Wolf  Point 

Roosevelt 

1/8/69 

Skunk 

Froid 

Roosevelt 

21(>I(>9 

Skunk 

Froid 

Roosevelt 

3/3/69 

Bat 

Bison  Range 

Lake 

5/22/69 

Skunk 

Scobey 

Daniels 

6/11/69 

Bat 

1 

Ravalli 

6/16/69 

Bat 

(outside  city) 

Missoula 

7/11/69 

Bat 

? 

Ravalli 

9/15/69 

An  additional  bat  was  collected  in  Missoula  County  in  September,  1968  and 
held  alive  at  the  Rocky  Mountain  Laboratory;  it  developed  rabies  in  April,  1969. 

No  positive  animals  have  been  diagnosed  thus  far  in  1970,  from  any  area  of 
the  state. 


The  1969  experience  is  in  keeping  with  the  experience  of  previous  years.  The 
skunk  cases  are  all  found  in  the  eastern  counties,  and  especially  the  northeastern 
counties,  and  tend  to  be  more  frequent  in  the  first  half  of  the  year.  The  bat  cases 
have  tended  to  occur  sporadically  around  the  state  and  more  frequently  in  the  summer 
and  autumn  months . 

It  was  interesting  to  note  that  all  the  skunk  cases  occurred  north  of  the 
Missouri  River  in  1969;  perhaps  the  river  prevents  the  migration  of  the  skunk 
population  any  further  south.    It  probably  should  be  emphasized,  however,  that 
rabid  skunks  have  been  found  in  the  counties  south  of  the  Missouri,  along  the 
eastern  border,  and  possibly  could  occur  again. 

As  has  been  pointed  out  previously,  in  general,  any  bat  found  or  captured 
should  be  handled  as  if  it  were  infected.    Children,  in  particular,  should  be 
warned  of  this;  bats  may  excrete  the  virus  in  saliva  without  being  clinically 


Again,  rabies  in  rodents  -  mice,  rats,  prairie  dogs,  ground  hogs,  muskrats, 
squirrels,  etc.,  and  in  rabbits  and  hares  -  is  a  relatively  rare  phenomenon, 
amounting  to  0.2  to  0,3%  of  all  cases  of  laboratory  confirmed  cases  in  the  U.S. 
for  the  20-year  period  1946-1965;  none  have  been  found  in  Montana.    In  the  U.S. 
there  has  been  no  human  rabies  from  a  rodent  bite  in  at  least  25  years.    In  general 
the  risks  of  vaccine  and  antisera  therapy  probably  still  outweigh  the  risk  of 
disease  from  a  rodent  bite,  althouigh  each  case  of  animal  bite  should  be  evaluated 
independently. 
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